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Vantage HDSO00DS

This simnilarly priced non-Linus
HD-capabde PVR also benefits from
twin-tuners and networkability

Topfield SRP2 100
HO-capable, twin-tuner, excellent
media player and S00GE storage.

Another HD-ready Linux ‘black box’ with PVR capabilities
and networking attracts our attention and we're impressec

It may have kicked off with one groundbreaking
product - the original Dreambox - but the idea

of building a digital set-top box around Linusx is
now a widely-accepted practice,

Thanks ta its open-source ideals, others can refine the
firmware or indeed develap their own from the ground
up - aworldwide community of people can develop for
the box. One of the latest Linux-based satellite raceivers
is the Vu+ DUO which, despite its relatively modest
asking price, is aimed at the upper end of the marker.
Features include two DVE-5/52 tuners, the ability to add
a8 SATA hard drive for PYR use, HD capability and a host of
network-related functions,

that conceals a USB port, twe card-readers and twa
slots. With the ‘stock’ firmware — Enigma2, which will
farmiliar to users of the Dreambox and other Linux
receivers - the Conax and Xcrypt CAMS are emulatec

The Vu+ DU boasts twa LMB inputs, one for each
tuner, There are no loopthrough outpurs, but 3 memn
aption internally feeds the input of the second tuner th
the output of the first, Although this means i clams
patch cords, you won't be able to feed a second recei -
Scarts are provided for TV and VOR, There are also
companent and HDMI (up to 10800 outputs. Also on
rear panel are an optical digital output (audio is also
conveyed via HOMI), an £5ATA port, twao USB ports,
Ethernet and a‘legacy’ B5232 interface, The high-spe
data ports allow firmware to be upgraded, and storac
devices attached.,

Appearance and connectivity
The uncluttered fascia of the Yu+ DUO is distinctive.
Adjacentto a very readable 16-character fluarescent

plly fitting SATA HDD. While
Pated the neat
(e not the usual

core chip. Peripheral boardcontat
power supply and smart card reaﬂs.

help you install language, tuner setup, parents
options and an initial scan - all parameters that can ke
modified later on via the comprehensive setup menus
lamong which Is the HDD-formatting option - you'll
need to use this befare recording), The DISEqC
capabilities are good. In addition to 1.2, the Vus DUD
caters for simple switchbowes (1.0} and USALS. All the
usual contrals for dish movement are supported,

| earching can take place on single or multiple

transponders — multiple satellite searches are also
iflowed

Here, you just select the satellites from a list and the
receiver visits' each in turn, moving the dish where
necessary. Manual searching gives you the usual control

‘The Vut+ DUO is pre-installed with the

Enigma2 firmware, but there are

alternatives knocking around the net’

Basic use

The channel-change buttons bring up the currant
satellite’s channel list. Pressing tha green button lists the
avallable satellites, the contents of which can be viewe
by ‘service'(all channels), ‘provider' {sorted by netwerk) or
‘new’ (channels found since the last scan). There’s alsa a
‘master list’ of all channels. A welcome handset feature i
a pair of keys that jump to the first and last entries;
another nice touch is that if the relevant EPG data is in
the machine the name of the show currently being
broadcast by the channel is shown, In channel list mode
the blue button switches the channel list to favourites
mode, The default list has a German bias but it's easy to
replace the channals with ones more to your liking,
Pressing the menu button lists the relevant options.

When you change channel an ‘infobar’ giving the

channel name and the current/next PROgr3MIme amang
other details is displayed - this can be called up any tima
with the enter key. A menu-selected info screen dis plays
the technical details of the current channel, Dedicated
handset buttons make it easy to enable subtitles, view
QMXext services, choose from the available soundtracks,

Pt 13 consecutive
thee [atter up to 11

PVR and multimedisa
The timer can be programmead frim/the
invoked by pressing the red button - yoly)

programme, after a user-defined period (equivalent
VRS OTR facility) or whather it should cantinue
indefinitely. As it's a twin-tuner unit much recordidg

FTA scan, Astra 1: 8rm 255

FTA sean, Hot Bird: 10m 47:
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Full scan, Astra 1z 6rm 125
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Fusll scan, Hot Bird: 7m 52
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Power consumption: [0 use: 284
Standby: 36W, Full standby: 1W
Comman Interface supports:
Alphacrypt, Aston Dual Viecoass!
Madiaguard, Diakdo, Digiturk, EasyTy,
GigaBitue, Irdeto, Magicviodul,
Medlaguard, Penthouse, Polsat,
Powercam, T-Rex Twin, Waccess Red,
WICAam

Conas and Xerypt CAM emulation
isincluded

Ratings

i Plenty of third-party support,
thanks 1o open-source nature
Strong AV performance
Networkability

. DISEQC problems with external
positioner

: Mo blind search

Na standby button

Build

Setup

Searching

Mawigation

Perfommande

Features

Performance

sound guality and picture quality are both excellent,
espeacially if HDMI Is employed. Sensitivity seems Tu:.- be
good - all mainstream European channels are received
reliably with a 1m dish and 0.7 dual LNE desprte.isr-me
traditioral British summer weather. Like many Linus
receivers, the Vu+ DUO can take a long time to startup
from cald - waking up from the regular standby made, i
contrast, [s aimost instantaneous, Searching speeds can
be slow, A full search of the Astra 1x cluster was o
completed in just over six minutes, while a Hot Bird FTA,
scan took nearly 17 minures. The user interface anc:ll
menu system are, on the whole, pleasantly responsive.
Reliability is good, all timed recordings campleting .
withaut a hitch — we only had the ‘gresn screen of death
once during the setup phase B Martin Pipe

A wonderful feature of the Enigma/Linux approach is
the ability to download free plug-ing, which add
functionality. There are currenthy more than 70 of these,
ranging from an image-viewer though onscreen e-mail
to a web interface. The latter is particularly
recommended; after the hassle-free installation process
type the receiver’s address into a browser and take .
contiol of the receiver with the webpage that appears!
Channels can be selected from here - you can also invoke
recording, access EPG info and schedule tln"..pr event.s. It's
alzo possible to stream or download recordings [-.r-'l_'nll:h
are in transport-stream format) to a PC An altematw_e b

the web interface here is FTP - the necessary server |5.
buiit fnto the Rrmware. You can access the Vi+ DLG via
the network when it's in standby - this is because much
of the receiver is still active, However, there's also a deep
standby mode that consurnes little power, but it's
incompatible with timed recordings.

Mot anly can you log into the receiver to back-up one
or more recordings to your PCvia FTR but files can also
fly in the cpposite direction. Useful iryoq want 1o use the
V4 DUQ as an FTP server (with appropriate network
setup, this - like the web interface - could he.accessetd
via the internet), You could also transfer multimedia files

Verdict :
Our only real trouble concerned DISEqC, certainly
with a Moteck positioner. Although there was no
problem configuring satellites during the setup
phase, the dish would fail to move when a channel
on a different satellite was subsequently selected
for viewing. There are plenty of DISEQC parameters

| 1o the bow; the onboard ‘media player, which s also used in the setup menus and a tweak of ﬂ":‘m feﬂﬂ'?lf
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Thi Vu+DUOD supports all forms of DISEgC and
USALS, You can scan multiple satellites and
transponders or one transponder at a time

could be & problem; there's no standby button, and so
the remote is essentlal. Fortunately, when power is
applied the receiver goes into its switched-on state as
opposed to standby. To the right of the display is a flap

internet, including Open PLI, Dream-Elite and VT — &
with their ewn benefits, such as UK-specific EPGs,

support for USB DTT tuners and intemet video player
But for this review we'll stick with EnigmaZ because it

e St i 1 201 - Ko

[ e O e

A vt e
b AT 8 s
PEp S
PP o b B
———

P et

You can record to external drives via USE or ac
an internal eSATA connected drive. Timed
recordings can be set up and vou can timeshif

Channels can be sorted by provider, service or
whether they're new, and favourited, A fext-
based EPG shows now-and-next and 7-day info
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channels or just encrypted ones; network scans are alsa

permitted. There's ne blind search, although Lavatronics
tofd us that may come. Other menus look after AV setup,
networking, USE keyboards, GUI styles ('skins’, storage/

ecording, timeazones, language and so on,

2LK8 inputs

Composite video and stereo
analogue audio outputs

Datical digital

Component
Juily outpast

video output

Iprovided it's on one of these two transponders) or an
existing recarding/multimedia file is also allowed.
Lavatronics tokd us that with alternative firmware as
many as six simultaneous recordings of different
channels is possible. Timeshifting is also supported.

TV and WCR
Scarts

Ethernet and
Li5SE ports

R5232 port

HDMI and
«5ATA ports

Maing inlet and
power switch

Selectable FEC: T

Symbol rate: 2 - 45Ms/s

Blind search: Mo

Linune: Yes

CAM: Conax and Xcrype, but
emnulation of other CAMs possible
with third-party irmwares., 2 card
shods

Common interface: 2

Teletext: DVE decoded

EPG: DVB now-and-nixt and T-day
Timeer: Practically unlimited

Hard drive: None; internal/external
SATA drive supported (up to 2TE)
UHF modulator tuning: h/a
Software upgrade: R5232 or LISE
Some third-party fiunwisres suppor
network upgrades

Data ports: Ethermet, USE (3, one of
which is front-panel), #5478, RS233
S0 out: TV Scart (compositeS-videa
RGEY

HD out: HOMI or component 4806
3PBIAR, 7300 or T080])

Auedio out: Optical digital audic/
HEMA (Diolby Digial bitstream
comparibie)
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Numerows plug-ins are available for the supplied
firmware, including a webcam viewer and web
interface, Other firmwares can be installed

videa clips are compatible, as are MP3 music tracks.
Unfartunately, Wiy files juncompressed audio) locked up
the player. In addition, images are ignared, If yor want to
view photos on your TV you'll need to download and
install the aforementioned Image viewer.

i I, though, this
enjoys on internet forums. Overa ! 2
receiver impresses and - with the exception of blind
ssarch and PID entry - has everything you could ask
for at a sensible price,

The web interface plug-in allows you to remaotely
browse the EPG, schedule recordings and
ctream/download them from the recelver

The supplied firmware includes a media player
with extensive format support but you'll need a
plug-in to display photos. Playlists can be setup
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